JUNIOR YEAR
Planning for Your Next Steps

Junior Conference
Check transcript for accuracy
 End of Course requirements
 Graduation Plan and Endorsements

 Performance Acknowledgements
 Plans for After Graduation
 Application Windows

 College Entrance Exams
 Building a Resume
 Scholarships
 Senior Year Schedule

What is on
your
transcript?
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Graduation Plan
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Endorsement (s)
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Performance
Acknowledgements
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Course Listing

5.

Cumulative Credits

6.

STAAR / EOC scores

7.

GPA and class rank
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SAT / ACT / AP scores
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*Transcripts also have
personally identifying
information, including
SSN. Be cautious.

Sending Your Transcript
You may need to send a transcript for:
 College Admissions
 Scholarship Applications
 Insurance Discounts
 Dual Credit

You can request a transcript online or in
person. The link for an online request is
under departments, parents, students, &
on the counselor page of the MHS
website. It is posted EVERYWHERE that we
could think to possibly put it.
Or you can stop by the front office to
request one in person from our registrar.

Graduation Requirements

English 1, English 2, Algebra, Biology, US History

Performance Acknowledgments
◦ Dual Credit- 12 hrs. (3.0 GPA)

◦ AP test (score 3 or higher)
◦ SAT combined score of at least 1310

◦ ACT composite of 28 or higher
(excluding writing score)
◦ Commended National Merit or higher
◦ Recognized business or industry
certification or licensures
◦ bilingualism and bi-literacy

Things to
consider…

Not sure where to start? Check out this
resource on the MHS Counselor page.

Joining the Workforce?
◦ Are you currently employed?

◦ Start filling out job applications nowentry level positions can lead to
promotions over time.
◦ Build your resume.

◦ Volunteer.
◦ Try a variety of jobs to see what field
you want to pursue.

Military Enlistment
◦ Research different military branches

and career options
◦ TALK TO A RECRUITER
◦ Take the ASVAB
(offered at MHS in the Fall semester)

◦ Must pass a medical exam
◦ Determine if you will meet enlistment
criteria (different for each branch)

Trade School or Vocational School
Benefits of Trade School
Specific & hands on training
Lower tuition cost on average
Simplified admission process
Shorter time commitment
Job placement after graduation

High graduation and completion rates
Training for many high demand jobs

Trade School or Vocational School
1. Apply for Admissions
Most trade or vocational schools require only a high school diploma with no
additional testing requirements.
Verify with admissions whether or not you need to take the TSI or other college
placement exam.
2. Complete your FAFSA
You need a completed FAFSA to see if you will qualify for financial aid.

Many scholarships are contingent upon FAFSA completion.

College Bound?
Texas Public School Applications Open July 1st
 Texas Common Application- most public schools in Texas

goapplytexas.org
 National Common Application- schools outside of Texas
commonapp.org
 Coalition Application- targets underrepresented and lower resources students
coalitionforcollegeaccess.org

 Many private institutions will have a separate application portal

You may need to submit a separate application for your program, an honors college,
or a scholarship portal! Start early and watch your deadlines!!!

College Admissions Requirements
College or University

Community College or Junior College

◦ Completed Application

◦ Completed Application

◦ SAT / ACT Scores*
(TSI Assessment if required)

◦ TSI Assessment (SAT or ACT is optional)

◦ Application Fee

◦ High School Transcript
◦ Self reported academic record

◦ Recommendation Letters (if needed)
*many schools are now test optional

◦ High School Transcript
◦ Application Fee

Ways to Be Admitted
Top 10% Automatic Admissions to any Texas State University (UT exception 6%)
Assured Admissions - Minimum test scores on ACT/SAT and class rank meet a required formula
Admissions Review - Application reviewed holistically
◦ Courses, grades, rank, test scores, activities, essays, letters of recommendation, etc.

Provisional Admission - Admitted on a probationary status
◦ Possible summer school
◦ Improved GPA/Rank or test scores
Admission Alternatives
◦ Gateway Programs
◦ Transfer Admissions

SAT vs ACT

The SAT and ACT are commonly used for College Admissions and Scholarships.
We recommend that students take each test at least once to see which one is a better fit.
Research potential schools to find out if they offer test based scholarships and if they “superscore.”

SAT

ACT

◦ Two sections:

◦ Four sections:

1. Evidence-Based Reading and
Writing

1.

English

2.

Math

2. Math (with and without calculator)

3.

Reading

4.

Science

◦ No Essay- discontinued June ‘21

◦ Optional Essay

◦ 3 hours, 50 minutes

◦ 3 hours, 35 minutes

◦ Scored on 1600 point scale

◦ Scored on a 36 point scale

◦ $55

◦ $60, $85 with Essay

◦ Sat.collegeboard.org

◦ Actstudent.org

SAT in the School Day
Wednesday, March 2nd 2022

1. Create a College Board Account
•
•
•

Collegeboard.org
View SAT scores
Search for colleges and build a college list

2. Decide Where to Send Your Scores
•
•

Sat.org/send-scores
Send 4 free score reports on or before test day

3. Sign up for Free Practice on Khan Academy
•
•

Satpractice.org
Link your scores to personalized test reviews

4. Earn College Board Opportunity Scholarships
•
•

Cb.org/opportunity
You can be eligible for scholarships just by
practicing for the SAT

Test Optional
A test-optional college lets students decide whether or not they want to submit test scores
with their application. Most test optional schools will consider SAT and ACT scores if they are
submitted, but focus on other factors they believe are stronger predictors of a student’s
potential to success in college- essays, recommendations, grades, and coursework.

A test- flexible college lets students submit other test scores in place of the SAT or ACT.
Other parts of
your
application will
be closely
scrutinized.

Texas Success Initiative Assessment 2 (TSIA2)
The Texas Success Initiative Assessment (TSIA2) is the state-mandated placement test
that Texas public institutions must use to determine a student's readiness for college-level
courses.
This is the test most commonly taken for admission to a junior college.

Some universities will accept TSIA2 scores, but not all.
This test is easier and more affordable than the SAT or ACT.
If students do not meet admissions standards on TSIA2, they will often be required to take
developmental education coursework or accelerated intervention before being allowed
to enroll in a college credit course for that subject.
You can retest just the section that you need to pass. More information and links to study
guides are on the testing page of the MHS website.

Dual Credit and AP
Dual Credit
Dual credit is earned when you enroll in a
course at MHS that is available for dual
credit, AND apply for admission to our
partnering university.
You must meet enrollment criteria and pay
tuition for the course.
You must pass the course to earn dual
credit.
Dual credit can also be earned through
the “On Ramps” dual enrollment program.
Monterey offers academic dual credit
classes and career and technology dual
credit classes. More information can be
found on our MHS counselor page.
Students will need to send transcripts from
our partnering institutions in order for
college credit to be awarded.

Advanced Placement
When students enroll in an AP course, they
have the option to register to take the
corresponding AP exam at the end of the
year.
Students must pay to take these exams.
Scoring a 3, 4, or 5 on the exam will
generally equate to college credit earned.
This is contingent upon the college you are
planning to attend and what their criteria is
for awarding AP credits.
Students can scores to colleges through
their College Board account.

Self Reported Academic Record
Many schools now elect to have students complete a Self Reported Academic Record.
The Self-Reported Academic Record (SRAR) allows students to self-report courses and
grades that have been attempted, or will be attempted, for high school credit. The SRAR
replaces the high school transcript used by the Office of Undergraduate Admissions during
the initial review process. Since accuracy is critical, you are advised to have a copy of
your high school transcript available to use as a reference when you complete your SRAR.
The SRAR is separate from the admissions application.
Work closely with your admissions office to answer questions on this process.

Free Application for Student Aid (FAFSA)
◦ Effective with the Class of 2022, all seniors must complete a financial aid form as part of
graduation requirements. If students are unable to complete the Free Application for
Federal Aid (FAFSA) or the Texas Application for State Financial Aid (TASFA), they can
speak with their counselor about completing an opt-out form instead.
◦ Monterey High School partners with LEARN to help provide support for students and
families as they work to complete the FAFSA. Families are welcome to complete the
FAFSA on their own, but LEARN offers free support to families that want additional help.
◦ Some scholarships and grants are contingent upon FAFSA completion.
◦ You will need your tax return from last year to complete your FAFSA.

Build Your Resume
Start building your resume now so

that you will have it ready.
You may need it for:
Scholarships
Letters of recommendation
Applications
Essays

Not sure where to start?

Complete your
“Plainsman Packet”
on the MHS counselor page.

Letters of recommendation
◦ Only ask for a letter if you actually need a letter for a specific purpose.
◦ Ask someone who can speak about your academic ability, involvement, and/or work ethic.
At school, consider teachers, coaches, counselors, and principals.
◦ Complete the “Plainsman Packet” & share this with the person you ask to write your letter.

It gives them a nice starting point.
◦ Ask at least 2 weeks prior to deadline.
◦ Take the time to thank the people who write a letter on your behalf.

Scholarships
◦ Some merit based scholarships
will be offered through colleges.
◦ Many schools have a separate
application process for
scholarships that originate from
the college. Pay attention to
these deadlines and
requirements.
◦ Start now by creating profiles on
scholarship search sites.
◦ Check our website frequently for
updated scholarships available.
◦ Apply for everything that you
meet the eligibility criteria for.
◦ Turn over rocks to look for money
available- Google is your friend!

Our Partners

We are fortunate to partner with LEARN, inc.
We are also blessed to have military recruiters and college recruiters who are
accessible to students and a regular presence on campus.

Where to Start…
This is a lot to process! Where should you start now?
◦ Start researching possibilities for your future. The MHS counselor page is a good place to
start if you are overwhelmed. Remember that you have to know where you want to end
up before you know how to start!
◦ Schedule college tours. “Try on” different schools to see how they “fit.”
◦ Determine if you need to take the TSI, the ACT or retake the SAT. Study and schedule a
time to test.
◦ Take some time to start working on your Plainsman Packet. You will be glad you did later.
◦ Build profiles on some of the scholarship search websites.
◦ You can start filling out applications for admissions this summer. Lots of seniors will start the
year already accepted to college!
◦ Remember to take the time to enjoy this chapter. It will go by quickly!

We are here to help!

