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COLLEGE AND CAREER ACTIVITIES (7TH GRADE) 

COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS SOCIAL STUDIES LESSON  

TEACHER GUIDE: 

ACTIVITY RESOURCES TIME 
ACTIVITY 1 

PART 1: HB18 POWERPOINT   

HB PowerPoint 20 
mins 

ACTIVITY 1 

PART 2: FUTURE PATHS 

 Future Path slides presentation pdf or 
(www.dallasfed.org/educate/navigate) 

 Future Paths career cards, cut apart pdf or 
(www.dallasfed.org/educate/navigate) 

 Student worksheets: Explore: Future Paths: Panning your 
Future (3 pages)  

 Future Paths Writing Rubric 

 Access to the internet via a computer, Chromebook, laptop, 
IPAD, etc. 

 Essay Writing Writer’s Checklist 
 

20 
mins 

ACTIVITY 2 

PART 1: CAREER CLUSTER 
SURVEY 

 7th Grade Student Interest Survey (English and Spanish) 

 Or Texas Genuine Online Assessment 
(http://assessment.texasgenuine.org/) 

 Access to the internet via a computer, Chromebook, laptop, 
IPAD, etc. 
 

20 
mins 

ACTIVITY 2 

PART2: CAREER CLUSTER 
SURVEY/ASSESSMENT REVIEW 

 

 Texas Planning Guides: https://txcte.org/binder/texas-
cte-college-and-career-planning-guides or pdfs 

 Access to the internet via a computer, Chromebook, 
laptop, IPAD, etc. 

20 
mins 

ACTIVITY 3:  
 
PART 1: UNDERSTANDING THE 5 
HIGH SCHOOL ENDORSEMENTS 
 

 Endorsement resources: Arts & Humanities, Business & 
Industry, Public Service, Multidisciplinary, and STEM 

 Student Worksheet: Understanding Endorsements 
Summative Assessment 

 Access to the internet via a computer, Chromebook, laptop, 
IPAD, etc. 

 

45 
mins 

ACIVITY 4 – EXTENSION 
ACTIVITIES (OPTIONAL): CAREER 
EXPLORATION FOR MIDDLE 
SCHOOL STUDENTS 
CAREER PORTFOLIO: GRADES 
6TH AND 7TH 
 

 Career Exploration for Middle School Students 

 Career Portfolio: Grades 6th and 7th guide (pdf) 
1-5 
days 

MIDDLEGALAXY GAME  Explore career possibilities and what sorts of knowledge 
and skills you will need, all by playing a game! Bonus? 
Learn information on what high school "endorsement" you 
need along the way. https://texasoncourse.org/middle-
galaxy-about 

 Access to the internet via a computer, Chromebook, laptop, 
IPAD, etc. 

 

As 
needed 

https://txcte.org/binder/texas-cte-college-and-career-planning-guides
https://txcte.org/binder/texas-cte-college-and-career-planning-guides
https://texasoncourse.org/middle-galaxy-about
https://texasoncourse.org/middle-galaxy-about


2 
 

ACTIVITY 1: 

PART 1: HOUSE BILL 18 (HB18) POWERPOINT   

Overview: 

In May 2015 the Texas Legislature passed House Bill 18 with overwhelming support, to bolster the 
college and career advising available to students in middle and high schools. HB18 relates to 
measures to support public school student academic achievement and high school, college, and 
career preparation. 

In accordance with HB18, you will review the Social Studies 7th Grade CCR HB18 PowerPoint with 
students.  The PowerPoint is an overview of specific objectives required by the bill to review with 
middle/junior high level students: 

 Foundation High School Plan + Endorsements 

 Endorsements 
 High School Personal Graduation Plan 
 Distinguish Level of Achievement 
 College Readiness Standards 
 Potential Career Choices and Education needed 

As a teacher, you may want to review the PowerPoint in advance with the campus counselor.  
Additional resource that may be helpful is the TEA Graduation Tool Kit, LISD High School Handbook, 
High School Transitional Guide for 8th Grade Students, LISD Course Offerings Booklet, and CTE 
Brochure.  Counselors can help you find these resources on the Counseling and College/Career 
Readiness department website. 

PART 2: FUTURE PATHS   

Overview: 

In this activity, students will create a life narrative of a successful alumnus from their own high school. 
Students evaluate the skill level needed for a career and select a possible education path.  

It is important to remind students that there are many factors to consider when they select a career. 
No career is inherently more important or “better” than another. Each provides individuals with 
benefits that they personally value at a cost that they were willing to pay. Additionally, students may 
pursue multiple careers in a lifetime as their life goals and objectives change. Their education will 
continue throughout their lives— both on the job and in their personal lives.  

Students will review key concepts, including career exploration, college choice, the application 
process, the cost of college and financial aid. Following the brief review, students will be given a 
career card and asked to write a possible success story for that career. 

Procedure 

1. Use the Future Paths slides for this activity to review key concepts about college.  
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2. Distribute one career card to each student and tell students to refer to the “Planning 
Your Future” form (pages 1-3). Tell students to brainstorm ways to prepare for the 
career in high school. For example, for a career in desktop publishing, student 
responses might include: 

 Courses – English, journalism, computer design, graphic arts 

 Extracurricular at school – Work on yearbook or school newspaper 

 Extracurricular outside of school – Develop and publish a newsletter for a youth group 

 References – English teacher, journalism teacher, yearbook sponsor, youth group leader 
 

3. Tell students to read the prompt on page 2 and use the space to brainstorm information 
for the personal narrative. Remind students to use information on entry-level education 
and career description from the career card as they plan their essay. 
 

4. Have students complete their final copy on page 3. 
 

5. Have students share their success stories with a partner to compare career paths. 
 

Closure 

6. Debrief the writing activity by discussing the following questions: 
—— What was the most challenging part of writing the essay? 
—— How do you think that writing the essay will help you as you enter high school? 
—— What is the most important information you learned while studying Navigate. 
 

Assessment 

7. Evaluate the student essay for completeness and inclusion of relevant details, using the 
Future Paths writing rubric. 

Extension Activities 

1. Students can interview an adult in a career that interests them and ask the adult to 
describe his or her career and educational path. 
 

2. Students could do an oral report on the interview. 

ACTIVITY 2 

PART 1: CAREER CLUSTERS INTEREST SURVEY  

Overview: 

Everyone has a different way to describe themselves and what they like to do. Student Interest 
surveys for Career Clusters is a career guidance tool that allows students to respond to questions 
and identify the top three career clusters of interest based on their responses. This survey lets 
students rate activities they enjoy, their personal qualities, and school subjects they like. Then they 
can see which career clusters are a match for their interests. 
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Procedure 

1. Students will follow the directions provided on the Career Cluster  survey.  You may 
provide individual copies per student or make classroom sets to recycle. See 7th Grade 
Student Interest Survey. As an alternative, students can take the online Texas Genuine 
(http://assessment.texasgenuine.org/Assessment.aspx): 
 

This is a career guidance tool that allows you to respond to questions and identify your top 
three Career Clusters™ of interest based on your responses. This is for educational 
purposes only. 

 
Please note, interests may change over time, and it is recommended students consider more formal 
assessments and other resources or services to help plan their career. This assessment is intended 
for use as a guidance tool to generate discussion regarding careers and is valid for that purpose. 

After student completes the Texas Genuine Survey 

1. At the end of the survey, please complete: 

What school you are currently attending or what school did you last attend?  

  

Are you a …  

  

 

Enter an email address below, only if you would like to receive a copy of your results via email  

  

2. Next select:  

 

http://assessment.texasgenuine.org/Assessment.aspx


5 
 

3. Select a Cluster to see jobs, education need, and salary ranges per your survey results. 

 

ACTIVITY 2 

PART 2: TEXAS CTE COLLEGE AND CAREER PLANNING GUIDE FOR STUDENTS RESEARCH 

Part 2 requires that students access the internet via a computer, Chrome Book, laptop, IPAD, 

etc.   

Procedure 

1. After students complete the survey, they will select their top three career clusters/ 

programs of study for secondary and postsecondary education.   

 

2. Students will answer questions over their research.  You can give each student their 

individual worksheet or make classroom sets.   

Closure 

 

3. Closure: ________________________________________________________________ 

Programs of Study include the following 16 Career Clusters: 

    

    

    

    

  

http://www.achievetexas.org/Agriculture.htm
http://www.achievetexas.org/Architecture.htm
http://www.achievetexas.org/Arts.htm
http://www.achievetexas.org/Business.htm
http://www.achievetexas.org/Education.htm
http://www.achievetexas.org/Finance.htm
http://www.achievetexas.org/Government.htm
http://www.achievetexas.org/Health.htm
http://www.achievetexas.org/Hospitality.htm
http://www.achievetexas.org/Human_Services.htm
http://www.achievetexas.org/Information.htm
http://www.achievetexas.org/Law.htm
http://www.achievetexas.org/Manufacturing.htm
http://www.achievetexas.org/Marketing.htm
http://www.achievetexas.org/Sciences.htm
http://www.achievetexas.org/Transportation.htm
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ACTIVITY 3: 

PART 1: UNDERSTANDING THE 5 HIGH SCHOOL ENDORSEMENTS 

Overview: 
An endorsement is simply a set of courses that allows a student to dig into an area of interest to 
them. Some people have noted it is similar to a college “major”, allowing the student to learn more 
about a particular subject area. 
 
The options are: Arts and Humanities; Business and Industry; Multidisciplinary; Public Service; or 
Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math. 
 
When a student chooses an endorsement, they will be required to complete a certain number of 
courses to earn credit towards their endorsement. Often times, these courses will be counted as an 
elective for the purpose of the student’s graduation requirements. 
 
A student’s counselor will be most helpful in determining what courses a student needs to take in 
order to fulfill this requirement. Finally, if a student’s interests change, they can always notify their 
counselor and make a change! 
 
When choosing an endorsement, students should consider a few things: 

• What interests them in this career field? 
• Have they researched a career field? 
• What endorsements are offered at school? Remember that schools are not required to offer all 

5 endorsements. 

 After they select an endorsement, it becomes an official part of your Personal Graduation Plan, 
or PGP. Their parents must sign off on your choice - providing their consent for their chosen 
endorsement. 

 
Procedure 
 
1. Download Grad Toolkit Document (tinyurl.com/ycoe3kcq) 
Include Page 6 here - go through document with students and have them notate important 
information within the document. Ask students to identify which endorsement(s) their career clusters 
from the previous lessons would fall under. 
 
2. Read with students as written: “Most likely, you will be completing your personal graduation 

plan during your 8th grade year. However, you may change your mind after you get to high school 
and start working on classes for your endorsement. Never fear! You can change your 
endorsement at any time - we will discuss these steps below.” 

 
Activity Instructions & Resources Procedure 

1. Break class into groups (A, B, C…) of 3 – 4 (at least 5 students per group). 

 

2. Divide students in the A,B,C… groups into endorsement specialist (1-5) groups. 

 

3. Complete a jigsaw activity with students.  Encourage students to take notes and be able to 

show their work.  

http://tea.texas.gov/communications/grad_toolkit/booklet.pdf
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4. Provide endorsement specialty groups of students with a copy of the endorsement 

resource. 

 Give specialist groups different sections of the endorsement to read together. 

 Students should pick out the most important pieces of their chosen piece. 

 Give students 5 minutes to talk about their pieces and prepare their findings to share with their 

A,B, C… group. 

 

5. Students should return to their original group (A, B, C…). and discuss their entire 

endorsement resource with the group. 

 

6. Have students return to seats and debrief as a class and give the summative assessment:  

Understanding Endorsements. 

 

Potential debriefing discussion questions: 

 What did they find interesting about this endorsement? 

 What did they notice about the careers chosen in this resource? 

 What did they notice about the coursework required for this endorsement? 

Endorsement Resources 

1. The Arts & Humanities Endorsement Group: Provide students with a copy of the resource and 

video (tinyurl.com/n2cn7gs) .One per group should be sufficient 

 

2. The Business & Industry Endorsement Group: Provide students with a copy of the resource 

(http://www.lmci.state.tx.us/shared/FHSEB/PDFS/ArtsAndHumanities.pdf) and video 

(tinyurl.com/k5dzxda). One per group should be sufficient. 

 

3. The Public Service Endorsement Group: Provide students with a copy of the resource 

(http://www.lmci.state.tx.us/shared/FHSEB/PDFS/PubService.pdf) and video 

(tinyurl.com/m2nty4u). One per group should be sufficient.  

 

4. The Multidisciplinary Endorsement Group: Provide students with a copy of the resource 

(http://www.lmci.state.tx.us/shared/FHSEB/PDFS/MultiDisc.pdf) and video 

(tinyurl.com/n347udv). One per group should be sufficient 

 

5. The Science, Technology, Engineering, & Math Endorsement Group: Provide students with a 

copy of the resource (http://www.lmci.state.tx.us/shared/FHSEB/PDFS/STEM.pdf ) and video 

(tinyurl.com/lrlh3ly). One per group should be sufficient. 

Closure 

7. At the end of the activity give students the “Understanding the Endorsement Assessment.” 

 

8. Closure: _________________________________________________   

https://tinyurl.com/n2cn7gs
https://tinyurl.com/l2hc96c
https://tinyurl.com/m2nty4u
http://www.lmci.state.tx.us/shared/FHSEB/PDFS/PubService.pdf
https://tinyurl.com/n347udv
http://www.lmci.state.tx.us/shared/FHSEB/PDFS/MultiDisc.pdf
http://www.lmci.state.tx.us/shared/FHSEB/PDFS/STEM.pdf
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ACTIVITY 4 – EXTENSION ACTIVITIES (OPTIONAL) 

PART 1: CAREER EXPLORATION FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS CAREER PORTFOLIO: 
GRADES 6TH AND 7TH  

These activities may take 1-5 class periods.  
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COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS SOCIAL STUDIES LESSON 

STUDENT WORKSHEET (7TH) 

COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS SOCIAL STUDIES LESSON 

STUDENT WORKSHEET (7TH)  

ACTIVITY 1 

PART 1: HOUSE BILL 18 (HB 18) 

Overview: 

In May 2015 the Texas Legislature passed House Bill 18 with overwhelming support, to bolster the 
college and career advising available to students in middle and high schools. HB18 relates to 
measures to support public school student academic achievement and high school, college, and 
career preparation. 

Directions 

 

1. The teacher will review the House Bill 18 (HB18) PowerPoint with you.  The PowerPoint is 
an overview and requirement of HB18: 

 Foundation High School Plan + Endorsements 

 Endorsements 
 High School Personal Graduation Plan 
 Distinguish Level of Achievement 
 College Readiness Standards 
 Potential Career Choices and Education needed 
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COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS SOCIAL STUDIES LESSON 

STUDENT WORKSHEET (7TH)  

ACTIVITY 1 

PART 2: FUTURE PATHS 

Overview: 
 
Many careers require education beyond high school. There are many choices for that training. 
 
Directions 
1. Use the graphic below to learn and discuss your future career path options.   
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COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS SOCIAL STUDIES LESSON 

STUDENT WORKSHEET (7TH)  

ACTIVITY 1 

PART 2: FUTURE PATHS (CONTINUED) 

Overview: 
It is important to remember that there are many factors to consider when selecting a career. No 
career is inherently more important or “better” than another. Each provides individuals with benefits 
that they personally value at a cost that they were willing to pay. Additionally, you may pursue 
multiple careers in a lifetime as your life goals and objectives change. Your education will continue 
throughout your life—both on the job and in your personal lives. 
 
During this activity you will create a life narrative of a successful alumnus from your own high school. 
You will evaluate the skill level needed for a career and select a possible education path. 
 
Directions 

1. The teacher will present Future Paths slides as an overview: 
   

2. Use the information on the career card and the graphic organizers “Planning Your Future” form 

to develop a personal narrative outline.    

                            

                                                             Figure 1: Example Career Card 

 

3. Read the prompt – “Imagine that you are 25….” and answer the Personal Narrative questions.  

Write your final copy on the “My path to my career…” form. The teacher will provide a copy.     
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Helpful Hint: Writing is an important part of any career or application process.  You my use writing skills to 

write memos, scholarship essays, college or other postsecondary applications, resumes, and alike. Use the 

Essay Writing Writer’s Checklist to help you write a professional essay (The teacher will provide you with a 

copy).  
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COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS SOCIAL STUDIES LESSON 

STUDENT WORKSHEET (7TH)  

ACTIVITY 2 

PART 1: CAREER CLUSTER SURVEY OR TEXAS GENUINE ASSESSMENT 

Overview: 

It’s all about you! By participating in this 15-20 minute survey about your interests, you can identify 
which career areas (called clusters) might be the best fit for you. Based on activities you enjoy, your 
personal qualities, and school subjects you like, the survey ranks which career clusters you might find 
most fulfilling. 

Career Clusters contain occupations in the same field of work that require similar skills. You can use 
Career Clusters to help focus education plans towards obtaining the necessary knowledge, 
competencies, and training for success in a particular career pathway.  
 
Here are the 16 cluster that all careers are categorized in: 

    

    

    

    

Directions  

1. Per your teacher’s directions, complete the Career Cluster Interest Survey or the Texas 
Genuine online assessment:  
 
 Career Cluster Worksheet: 

Directions: It’s really simple! Circle the items that best describe you in each of the 16 boxes. You can check 
as many or as few items as you like. Keep in mind that this is not like the traditional “worksheet.” You may 
have to think through the statements and “read between the lines.” At the end of the survey, you will receive a 
list ranking all the career clusters with scores based on your answers. The higher the score, the more likely 
you are to enjoy a career in that cluster.  See the survey for details. 

OR 

 Texas Genuine (http://assessment.texasgenuine.org/Assessment.aspx) 
This is a career guidance tool that allows you to respond to questions and identify your top three Career 
Clusters™ of interest based on your responses. This is for educational purposes only. 

http://assessment.texasgenuine.org/Assessment.aspx
http://www.achievetexas.org/Agriculture.htm
http://www.achievetexas.org/Architecture.htm
http://www.achievetexas.org/Arts.htm
http://www.achievetexas.org/Business.htm
http://www.achievetexas.org/Education.htm
http://www.achievetexas.org/Finance.htm
http://www.achievetexas.org/Government.htm
http://www.achievetexas.org/Health.htm
http://www.achievetexas.org/Hospitality.htm
http://www.achievetexas.org/Human_Services.htm
http://www.achievetexas.org/Information.htm
http://www.achievetexas.org/Law.htm
http://www.achievetexas.org/Manufacturing.htm
http://www.achievetexas.org/Marketing.htm
http://www.achievetexas.org/Sciences.htm
http://www.achievetexas.org/Transportation.htm
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Please note, interests may change over time, and it is recommended that you consider more formal 
assessments and other resources or services to help plan your career. This assessment is intended for use as 
a guidance tool to generate discussion regarding careers and is valid for that purpose 

After you complete the Texas Genuine Survey 

1. At the end of the survey, please complete: 

What school are your currently attending or what school did you last attend?  

  

Are you a …  

  

 

Enter an email address below, only if you would like to receive a copy of your results via email  

  

2. Next select:  

 

 

3. Select a Cluster to see jobs, education need, and salary ranges per your survey results.  
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COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS SOCIAL STUDIES LESSON 

STUDENT WORKSHEET (7TH)  

ACTIVITY 2 

PART 2: CAREER CLUSTER SURVEY/ASSESSMENT REVIEW 

Directions 

Per your survey results, you will research and answer the questions below.  Additionally you 
will access and review videos: 

1. Go to the website, Texas CTE: https://txcte.org/binder/texas-cte-college-and-career-
planning-guides. 

2. Scroll down to RESOURCES and select the appropriate career cluster guide (top three 
clusters per your survey results) 

3. Click on the guide’s title (to the right of the picture) to view the electronic magazine format 
or click on Download the guide here.   

4. Use the single arrow to the right to scroll up or down through the magazine to answer 
these questions: 

 
1. List three top career clusters per your survey results, such as Government & Public Administration, 

Human Services, Architecture & Construction, etc. (See the list from your Career Cluster Interest 
Survey). 

 

   

 
2. Explain why it is important to plan for success:  
 
 
3. Name at least three occupations in your top three career cluster. 
 
Career Clusters: 
1. ____________________  2. ____________________  3. ____________________ 
 
Occupations: 
  ____________________    ____________________    ____________________ 
 
  ____________________    ____________________    ____________________ 
 
  ____________________    ____________________    ____________________ 
 
4. Based on your career interests, determine which education path is necessary for you? List at least 

one per your three career cluster. 
 

  

https://txcte.org/binder/texas-cte-college-and-career-planning-guides
https://txcte.org/binder/texas-cte-college-and-career-planning-guides
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Career/job     Education requirements 
1. _________________________  _________________________ 

 
2. _________________________  _________________________ 

 
3. _________________________  _________________________ 
 

5. Are postsecondary options in your three clusters limited to four-year bachelor’s degree programs?   
Give specific examples. 
For example: One-year workforce certificate/licensure, Associate’s degree (2 years), Bachelor’s degree 
(4 years), Apprenticeship (varies; often 3-5 years), and Master's or Doctoral degree (2-8 years after a 
bachelor’s) 

 
6. High School Courses 

One of the best things about high school is the diversity of course selection and more.   What type of 
high school courses can help you achieve your career goals (Review the Career and Technical 
Education sections of the Course Offerings and Graduation Requirements Booklet: 
https://www.lubbockisd.org/Page/4850. 

 
__________________   _____________________        __________________ 

 
__________________   _____________________        __________________ 

 
__________________   _____________________        __________________ 

 

Hint: Advanced Placement (AP) and dual-credit classes can help increase your chances of getting into selective colleges, but you should also 

take classes that will help you learn about your future career. 

5. Next, go to CareerOneStop (https://www.careeronestop.org/Videos/NewCareerVideos/new-

career-videos.aspx ) access career video your career cluster. Career videos are organized 

into 16 clusters, or related types of work. Select a category to view a list of videos related 

to that cluster. Videos include career details such as tasks, work settings, education 

needed, and more.  

 

6. Select a career cluster to see all of the career videos available in this cluster area. 

 

  

https://www.lubbockisd.org/Page/4850
https://www.careeronestop.org/Videos/NewCareerVideos/new-career-videos.aspx
https://www.careeronestop.org/Videos/NewCareerVideos/new-career-videos.aspx
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COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS SOCIAL STUDIES LESSON 

STUDENT WORKSHEET (7TH)  

ACTIVITY 3: 

PART 1: UNDERSTANDING THE 5 HIGH SCHOOL ENDORSEMENTS 

Overview: 

An endorsement is simply a set of courses that allows you to dig into an area of interest to them. 

Some people have noted it is similar to a college “major”, allowing you to learn more about a 

particular subject area. 

The options are: Arts and Humanities; Business and Industry; Multidisciplinary; Public Service; or 

Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math. 

When you choose an endorsement, you will be required to complete a certain number of courses to 

earn credit towards your endorsement. Often times, these courses will be counted as an elective for 

the purpose of your graduation requirements. 

When choosing an endorsement, you should consider a few things: 

 What interests you in this career field? 

• Have you researched your career field? 

• What endorsements are offered at school? Remember that schools are not required to offer all 5 

endorsements. 

 After you select an endorsement, it becomes an official part of your Personal Graduation Plan, or PGP. 

Your parents must sign off on your choice - providing their consent for your chosen endorsement. 

• Having trouble choosing an endorsement? You have some options: 

• Earn the multidisciplinary endorsement 

• Work towards earning more than one endorsement. 

 

Your counselor will be most helpful in determining what courses you need to take in order to fulfill this 

requirement. Finally, if your interests change, you can always notify your counselor and make a 

change! 

Activity Instructions & Resources  

Directions  

1. The teacher will provide you with the necessary instructions and resources to complete the 

Understanding Endorsement activities. 

 

2. These activities will help you select an endorsement during your 8th grade year when 

developing your personal graduation plan (PGP) and high school 9th grade schedule.  This 
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endorsement will provide your high school alpha counselor with important information for 

helping you select courses to meet the high school graduation plan requirements.  

 

 

3. Test your knowledge.  Take the summative assessment: Understanding Endorsements. 

 


